MAUDE   ADAMS   AS   STAR

vised by William Seymour. It was rehearsed in two sec-
tions. One half of the cast was in New York, with Paver-
sham and Hackett; the other was on tour with Miss
Adams in "The Little Minister." Seymour divided his
time between the two wings, with the omnipresent
spirit of Frohman over it all.

Miss Adams had made an exhaustive study of the
part. After his first conference with her, Seymour
wrote to Frohman as follows:

I thought I knew my Shakespeare, but Miss
Adams has opened up a new and most wonderful
field. An hour with her has given me more inspi-
ration and ideas than twenty years of personal
experience with it.

As usual, Frohman surrounded Miss Adams with a
magnificent cast. William Faversham played Romeo;
James K. Hackett was Mercutio; W. H. Thompson
was Friar Lawrence; Orrin Johnson played Paris; R.
Peyton Carter was Peter. Others in the company were
Campbell Gollan and Eugene Jepson.

"Romeo and Juliet" was produced at the Empire
Theater May 8, 1899, and was a distinguished artistic
success. Miss Adams's Juliet was appealing, romantic,
lovely. It touched the chords of all her gentle womanli-
ness and gave the character, so far as the American
stage was concerned, a new tradition of youthful charm.

A unique feature of the first night's performance of
" Romeo and Juliet" was the presence of Mary Anderson.
This distinguished actress, who had just arrived from
London for a brief visit, expressed a desire to see the
new Juliet, and to feel once more the thrill of a Broad-
way first night. Miss Anderson herself had, of course,
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